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ments. He took his guests to the arbour. Before long,
Assistant-Secretary Ch'ien arrived. The three gentlemen
played chess together.
Sung was impressed by the magnificence and convenience
of Hsi-m£n Ch'ing's house. The books, pictures and furniture
were all the best of their kind. In front of the screen stood a
gilded tripod with the figures of the Eight Immortals. It was
of very fine workmanship and several feet high. Incense was
burning in it, and the smoke came out through the mouths
of deer and storks. He went and examined it more closely.
"This tripod is beautifully made," he said to Hsi-mSn
Ch'ing. He turned to the others. "I wrote some time ago to
Brother Liu to ask him to get me a pair of tripods like this.
I am going to present them to Ts*ai, but they haven't come
yet. Ssu-ch'iian, where did you get yours?"
"It came from a man in Huai," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said.
They went on with their game. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing ordered
some dainty cakes and other refreshments to be brought, and
bade the actors sing songs of the south.
"Our guest has not come yet," Suhg said. "It won't look
right if we meet him with red faces."
"I don't believe a cup will do us any harm," An said.
"It is terribly cold."
Sung was about to send someone to hasten his guest, but
one of his attendants said: "We have been already. Their
Excellencies are playing chess, but they will be here soon."
An told the actors to sing the Spring Song. Before it was over,
Ts'ai and Huang were announced. Sung ordered everything
to be cleared away. They put their robes straight and went
out to welcome their'guest.
Ts'ai was wearing a plain gown and a gold buckled girdle.
He presented a card to Hsi~m£n Ch'ing. An said: "This is
his Lordship Hsi-men. He holds the office of Captain and is
one of his Eminence's wards." Ts'ai bowed to Hsi-mSn.
"I have long wished to meet you," he said.
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing replied: "I shall do myself the honour of
paying you a visit." After these greetings, they took off their
ceremonial clothes, tea was brought, and they sat down to
talk. Some time afterwards, the tables were laid, and Ts'ai
took the place of honour. Cooks brought Soup and cutlets

